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News From Martin & Amy 

 
As I considered what I would contribute 
this month to our news update I was 
challenged with all the wonderful 
opportunities we are faced with daily to 
help bring positive change to someone’s 
life.  I struggle to understand how life 
would be without Hope. It is said that hope 
deferred makes the heart grow sick 
(weakens our whole being).  Negative 
circumstances, poverty, no stability has a 
way of exhausting the individual to a point 
where he/she can’t see a way out of their 
problem.  Poverty has a way of stopping 
the person seeing beyond the moment 
and subsistence survival becomes the way 
of life.  Most days I’m privileged to meet 
someone who defies this norm and has 
grasped hold of hope for a better future.  
Living a life beyond self opens the key for 
overcoming hopelessness. 
 
Cherie is one who has defied 
hopelessness.  At the age of 2 weeks she 
was abandoned by both her parents and 
left in the care of her grandmother. She 
Became pregnant at 18 yrs old and was 
then abandoned by the child's father.  She 
decided to stop the cycle and give her 
child the chance for a better future than 
she had.  Today she is completing her 
business management degree by working 
at night to support her studies.  Motivation 
to make a difference for her daughter’s 
future gave her reason to change.  It isn’t 

easy, she said, to do what I do but I have 
a goal and I will succeed. 
 
Casey didn’t deserve to be abused as a 
child and lost her eye due to this abuse. 
This week we were amazed to see what 
hope has done to a 5 year old girl when a 
new prosthetic eye was fitted.  After the 
surgeon completed his work we asked 
Casey to look in the mirror and to tell us 
what she sees now.  Her smile said it all 
as she said, I’m no longer blind I can see.  
The truth is she can’t see through that eye 
but to her she now has a new eye that 
looks the same as the other one.  She now 
looks the same as her friends and her self 
esteem has been given back.  We all carry 
this potential to give hope to the hopeless.  
(See more about Casey further on in this 
newsletter.) 
 
A big thank you to our Friends and 
supporters in Switzerland, Germany, 
Australia, America, New Zealand, Canada 
and the Philippines.  You make it possible 
to help the hopeless and protect the needy 
                                                                
God bless you all,    
Martin 

Sponsorship Support 
New sponsors and sponsorship is a real 
need in order to provide for the increasing 
numbers of children now living at 
Shepherd’s Arms. Last month Cris, the 
Manager at Shepherd’s Arms, reported 
that some of the children could not start 
the new school year because they were 
not sponsored.  Would you prayerfully 
consider whether you could provide the 
sponsorship of $30.00 per month to meet 
the cost of their care or talk to a friend who 
might also consider this as a possibility.  
Ideally we look for 2 sponsors for each 
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child.  Just email Jin and Fern Phoon at 
info.shepherdsarms@gmail.com if this is 
something you can become involved in. 
 
The Children 
The Children enjoy doing their homework. 
Every night after our devotional hour, we 
let the children study before going to bed. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Prayer Needs 
Please pray: 

1. For new sponsors and finance 
2. For Cris and Marcy and their 

leadership team at Shepherd’s Arms 
Children’s Home 

3. For daily protection and good health 
for the children and staff 

4. Martin and Amy as they carry the 
vision for Shepherd’s Arms

Cassie 
This is what Cassie looked like before her 
left eye was so badly damaged by her 
father. 

 
But now she looks like this.  she received 
her artificial eye with the help of Michael 
Kulig who adopted her legally.  Every night 
before our devotional hour we clear her 
eye.  Grace her caretaker performs it. 
 
 


